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executive summary
DuPage Monarch Project is a
partnership organization of the Forest
Preserve District of DuPage County,
River Prairie Group of the Sierra Club,
The Conservation Foundation and Wild
Ones, four local environmental
organizations that share the goal of
preserving open land and restoring
habitat. It was established in 2015 with
a stated goal of increasing and
improving available habitat for
monarch butterflies, a species
experiencing a precipitous decline in
population and currently being
considered by the US Fish and Wildlife

for listing as threatened or endangered.
DMP is working to increase awareness of
monarchs and the benefits of creating
habitat through educational outreach and
advocating for monarch friendly
communities by encouraging municipalities
to sign monarch resolutions or pledges.

Each of the four partners has a
designated representative to DMP who
participates in long range planning,
selecting programs and events, setting
policy, establishing annual goals and
acting as a liaison between DMP and
the parent organization.
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Monarch Habitat in DuPage: Part of a Regional
Strategy for Monarch Recovery
The Mid-America Monarch Conservation
Strategy 2018-2038 (Strategy), a blueprint for
monarch recovery developed through the
coordinated efforts of 16 midwestern states,
has identified the conditions for a
sustainable monarch population, 6 hectares
of overwintering territory occupied by
eastern monarchs, which is estimated to
require 1.3 billion additional stems of
milkweed in the core Midwestern breeding
territory.
The primary sectors influencing
monarch habitat include private and
agricultural lands, protected natural lands
(public and private), rights-of-way
(transportation and energy), urban and
developed lands, and energy
infrastructure (mined lands and energy
generation sites).
Illinois convened a statewide
committee to develop a Monarch
Conservation Strategy with members
drawn from the following: Illinois

Departments of Natural Resources,
Transportation, and Agriculture; Illinois
Farm Bureau; Illinois Corn Growers
Association; Farm Service Agency;
University of Illinois at Chicago; Chicago
Zoological Society; Pheasant Forever; The
Field Museum, and Prairie Rivers Network.
The completed Illinois Monarch
Conservation Strategy is expected to be
announced in spring 2020.
DuPage County’s population of over
900,000, with 35 municipalities completely
or partially within the county's borders,
places it within the urban and developed
land sector. DMP's goals align with the
proposed conservation strategies of the
IMP's Urban Sector Group through
advocating for cities, village and park
districts to manage their lands for
monarchs and pollinators.
To date, nineteen DuPage villages, cities,
park districts and DuPage county have
signed monarch conservation resolutions
and pledges.
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Outstanding Monarch Conservation Initiatives
2019
Communities throughout DuPage County are rising to the
challenge of protecting monarchs with innovative
approaches to community engagement and creative
repurposing of available land to habitat. Organic
approaches to park maintenance, native plantings in
railroad underpasses and embracing monarchs as a
symbol for an entire community demonstrate a wide spread
commitment to preserving pollinators.
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DuPage Monarch Project Recognizes West
Chicago for Monarch Education and Conservation
West Chicago declared 2019 The Year of the
Butterfly and celebrations of butterflies became
part of the city’s festivals, public art and culture.
The year began with Blooming Fest, West Chicago’s
annual spring street fair, which offered butterfly
themed crafts, an opportunity to enhance gardens
with nectar plants and milkweed from the West
Chicago Garden Club’s plant sale ,and larger than
life butterfly wings for a souvenir photo.
The Butterfly Effect, a public art project, kept
butterflies visible throughout the community during
the summer months with an installation of 36 artist
painted butterflies on display in public gardens.
Gallery 200 located in downtown West Chicago, the
West Chicago High School and Judi Horsley, a local
master naturalist, each hosted viewings of The
Guardians, a documentary about the challenges
facing the monarch butterfly’s overwintering territory
in Mexico.
The year ended with the annual Christmas tree
decorated with butterflies.
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Lisle Park District Adopts Organic Maintenance

Pollinators are facing alarming population
declines with widespread pesticide use one
contributing factor. Reducing pesticide use is an
essential step in establishing healthy habitat.
Lisle Park District is creating safe parks for
people and pollinators by going organic. LPD
has enrolled in StonyField Organic's #PlayFree
initiative, an expansion of its 35 year history
offering healthy food into the widespread issue of
pesticide use in parks and on playing fields. With
funding from StonyField Organics and a matching
grant from Jewel Osco, LPD is transitioning four
parks to organic strategies for maintenance.

A natural approach to turf maintenance relies on
the use of natural, organic products as dictated by
soil testing; an understanding of the soil and its
biomass; and sound cultural practice.
Learn more about pesticide free parks at
http://midwestgrowsgreen.org/midwest-growsgreen/pesticide-free-parks/
Communities are invited to apply to StonyField
Organic's #PlayFree Initiative.
https://www.stonyfield.com/playfree
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Belmont Station Pollinator
Project

In May of 2018, the Village of Downers Grove began cultivating a pollinator
garden in the open areas near the Belmont underpass. The project was
funded in part by a grant from the ComEd Green Region program.

To get things started, the grass inside the turnaround at Warren Avenue and
Belmont Road was replaced with sustainable native plants to attract pollinators like
bees, beetles, moths, and hummingbirds. Milkweed was also planted to target
monarch butterflies, building on efforts by surrounding suburbs to develop a
"monarch corridor" along the BNSF railroad

Thanks to a Pollinator Meadow Mix provided by The Conservation Foundation,
new native plants began to emerge in the spring of 2019. New interpretative signs
were added to tell the story of the garden's soil, root systems, native plants and
inhabitants. By late summer, purple cone flowers, black eyed Susans, narrow
leaved milkweed and many others were in full bloom and hummingbirds, bees
and monarchs made regular visits.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnjJPm6qeWE
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RATES
An annual report is
a comprehensive
report on a
company's activities
throughout the
preceding year.
Annual reports are
intended to give
shareholders and
other interested
people information
about company's
activities and
financial work. They
may be considered
as grey literature.
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DuPage County Offers Habitat for
Monarchs and Pollinators
Since 2013, DuPage County has added or renovated 25 acres of
native plant habitat on its Wheaton campus. Four species of
milkweed are maintained on campus as well as a diverse suite of
plants that support pollinators throughout the growing season. The
county became a Level I Arboretum, certified by ArbNet in 2018. All
new trees, shrubs, and plants are native, further supporting our
native insects and wildlife and setting an example for over 1 million
annual visitors.
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DuPage County is home to eight
arboretums certified by ArbNet.
Downers Grove Park District
DuPage County Campus
Elmhurst College Arboretum
North Central College
Olcott Arboretum at the
Theosophical Society
The Morton Arboretum
Timothy Christian Schools
Arboretum
West Chicago Park District
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educational outreach

DuPage Monarch Project engages the community in monarch
conservation through programs, posters, handouts, social media
and tabling at green events.

DUPAGE MONARCH PROJECT

Pollinator Week at Cantigny

DuPage Monarch Project partnered with Cantigny to offer a series of
talks on butterflies, bees and bats during Illinois Pollinator Week. Each
talk was followed by a guided walk through Cantigny's pollinator
gardens and every attendee was offered a choice of a free native plant
grown by Cantigny.
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DuPage Monarch Waystations
In 2019, 69 additional DuPage waystations
were registered with Monarch Watch,
bringing the county’s total to 391.
The monarch waystation program
encourages and guides the creation of
quality habitat with the resources necessary
for sustaining breeding and migrating
monarchs.
Other pollinator/monarch garden programs
include:
Million Pollinator Garden Challenge
http://millionpollinatorgardens.org/
National Wildlife Federation's Garden for Wildlife
https://www.nwf.org/Home/Garden-ForWildlife.aspx

Guidelines for a Monarch Waystation
* Recommended 10x10 area, may be
divided into different locations, no upper
limit
* Sunny location
* Minimum of 10 milkweed plants split
between two species. More is better
* A continuous bloom of nectar plants
with several fall blooming species for
migrating butterflies
* Shelter from wind and predators.
Plant close together without crowding
or exceeding individual recommended
plant spacings
https://www.monarchwatch.org/waystati
ons/
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Monarch Waystations by Area
Waystations are classified by area,
ranging in square footage from:
small = <200 sq ft
medium = 200 - 499 sq ft
large = 500 – 999 sq ft
x-large = 1,000 – 4,999 sq ft
colossal = > 5000 sq ft

Number of new waystations added in DuPage
County each year compared with Illinois
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Monarch Resolutions and Pledges
Aurora
Carol Stream
City of Elmhurst
City of Warrenville
City of West Chicago
City of Wheaton
DuPage County
Elmhurst Park District
Fox Valley Park District
Glen Ellyn Park District
Lisle Park District
Naperville Park District
Oak Brook Park District
Villa Park
Village of Downers Grove
Village of Glendale Heights
Village of Westmont
Village of Winfield
Warrenville Park District
Wheaton Park District

DMP Resolution
NWF Mayors' Monarch Pledge
NWF Mayors' Monarch Pledge
DMP Resolution
NWF Mayors' Monarch Pledge
DMP Resolution
DMP Resolution
DMP Resolution
DMP Resolution
DMP Resolution
DMP Resolution
DMP Resolution
DMP Resolution
DMP Resolution
DMP Resolution
DMP Resolution
DMP Resolution
DMP Resolution
DMP Resolution
DMP Resolution
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Signatory Actions
Carol Stream
2016 - Monarch butterfly painting by Jan
Smith was selected as the graphic for the
annual vehicle sticker
2016 - The Village received a $10,000 grant
through the ComEd Open Lands program
(along with donations from Baxter &
Woodman, CH2M, and Bedrock Earthscapes)
and developed a native prairie at the Water
Reclamation Center (WRC).
City of Elmhurst
2008 - 2018 - Five public schools registered
waystations
2015 - Elmhurst College registered a
waystation
2017 -Elmhurst Garden Club proclaimed
2017 The Year of the Monarch
2017 - Children’s Monarch Fest as part of
the Elmhurst Garden Walk and Faire
2019 - Commitment to pilot program at the
Armitage tower site for organic lawn care in
2020
2019 - Fischer School is partnering with
ComEd and Mighty acorns to restore a
ComEd ROW to native habitat
City of Warrenville
2016 - Pollinator and native plant resource
page on City’s website
2016 - Pollinator garden planted by
Homeowners Association at Warrenville Lakes
2017 - Article published in the Resource
Newsletter on Monarch butterflies
2019 - Warrenville in Bloom planted a
pollinator garden at Warrenville Public Library

2019 - Pollinator Garden planted by Maple
Hill Homeowners Association
City of West Chicago
2017 - Demonstration garden planted at
City Hall
2018 - Conducting an inventory of
appropriate sites for additional waystations
2019 - Declared 2019 as The Year of the
Butterfly
2019 - West Chicago Garden Club
included milkweed at the Blooming Fest Plant
Sale
2019 - The Butterfly Effect, a public art
project, installed 36 artist painted butterflies in
public spaces throughout the community
2019 - Gallery 200, West Chicago High
School and master naturalist Judi Horsley
hosted viewings of The Guardians, a
documentary about the challenges facing the
monarch's overwintering territory in Mexico
2019 - The annual Christmas tree is
decorated with butterflies.
2019 - West Chicago is recognized by
DuPage Monarch Project for outstanding
monarch community engagement and
conservation initiatives
City of Wheaton
2019 - The City of Wheaton, Wheaton
Environmental Improvement Commission and
Wheaton Park District are planning for the
20th anniversary of the Native Plant Sale in
2020.
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DuPage County
2013 - Present DuPage County has added
or renovated 25 acres of native plant habitat
on its Wheaton campus. Four species of
milkweed are maintained on campus as well
as a diverse suite of plants that support
pollinators throughout the growing season.
2018 - The county became a Level I
Arboretum, certified by ArbNet. All new trees,
shrubs, and plants are native, further
supporting our native insects and wildlife and
setting an example for over 1 million annual
visitors.
Elmhurst Park District
2007 - 2016 Registered four waystations
located at 4 park sites
2015 - 2017 Local Eagle Scouts installed
more than 30 nesting boxes for native bees
throughout the District.
2017 - Co-sponsor of Children’s Monarch
Festival held at Elmhurst Garden Walk & Faire
2017 - Planted twelve flats of milkweed
provided by the Elmhurst Garden Club in four
Park District parks which contain Monarch
Waystations
Fox Valley Park District
2016 - Member of The Fox Valley Monarch
Corridor Project, a 12 member collaboration.
Over the next two years, forest preserve
districts, park districts, township open space
districts and private conservation
organizations will be enhancing nearly 1,000
acres of land in the Fox Valley by growing
milkweed seed, distributing seeds and plants
and putting plants in the ground.

Glen Ellyn Park District
2015 - Partnered with School District 41,
GE Public Library, Forest Preserve District of
DuPage County and the Village of Glen Ellyn
to offer monarch educational outreach, put up
banners, provided milkweed seeds, and
installed two butterfly gardens, one at
Maryknoll Park and one near parking lot of
Crescent and Glenwood Avenue. Participants
who installed the gardens received milkweed
plants (total of 760 given away).
2016 - Village of Glen Ellyn’s
Environmental Commission and Park District
offered “We Support Pollinator” signs as part
of an awareness campaign.
2016 - Village of Glen Ellyn’s
Environmental Commission and Park District
offered “We Support Pollinator” signs as part
of an awareness campaign.
2016 - In collaboration with the Village of
Glen Ellyn, added milkweed and nectar plants
to a planting between a parking lot and
Crescent Ave
2016 - Turf conversion project began at
Maryknoll Park. Two and a half acres were
planted to a low-stature prairie that will offer
habitat. Project is on-going.
2017 - 2018 - In collaboration with the
Village of Glen Ellyn hosted two Sustainable
Yard Tours
2018 - Native tree and shrub sale cooffered by The Conservation Foundation and
Village’s Environmental Commission
2018 - Registered waystations at two
parks, Churchill and Maryknoll
2018 - Milkweed plants and nectar sources
added to natural areas and park gardens
2018 - Continuing to offer monarch
education programs at schools and camps
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2019 - Summer nature camp program
incorporates monarch education. Some
sessions planted milkweed and flowers
2019 - Naturalist visits to park district
preschool programs included pollinator
education
2019 - Annual collection and dispersal of
milkweed seeds in park natural areas
2019 - Sustainable Yard Tours and a Native
Tree and Shrub sale - both with components that
support pollinator and monarch efforts.
Lisle Park District
2011 – Hired its first Naturalist and began
expanding natural areas and no-mow zones.
Began concerted effort to expand the use of
native plants and seed mixes in park
restoration projects.
2014 – Installed six honey bee hives in
Community Park that are managed by a
professional beekeeper. Honey harvested is
available for public purchase at the Lisle Park
District Recreation Center and various
special events.
2019 – Conservation Foundation certified
Abbeywood Park and native flower beds at the
Recreation Center as environmentally friendly.
2019 – Installed four additional honey bee
hives in River Road Park
2019 – District initiated a Pesticide Free Pilot
Program at four of its parks. Hosted
kick-off event at Leask Lane Park on June 2.
Received community donations from Stonyfield
Organic Yogurt and Jewel-Osco
totaling $10,000 to advance the District’s efforts.
Hosted press event at Connelly Memorial Park
on August 17 attended and supported by Illinois
State Representative Terra Costa Howard, State
Senator Suzy Glowiak Hilton and US
Representative Sean Casten.

2019 – Board of Park Commissioners
adopted a Resolution "Authorizing the Director
of Parks & Recreation to enhance and expand
available habitat for Monarch Butterflies and
other Native Pollinators.”
2019 – With Midwest Grows Green,
Stonyfield Organic Yogurt and Osborne
Organics, hosted a free Organic Parks
Workshop on October 24th to promote the use
of organic park maintenance and the
importance of soil biology, cultural practices
and other natural lawn care concepts.
Naperville Park District
2016 - Raised and released 35 monarchs
butterflies as an ongoing educational display
at Knoch Knolls Nature Center
2016 - Passed a Monarch Project
Resolution
2017 - Designated a Monarch Waystation
at Knoch Knolls Park
2017 - Raised, tagged and released 40
monarch butterflies as an ongoing educational
display at Knoch Knolls Nature Center
2017 - Hosted Monarch Festival at Knoch
Knolls Park/Nature Center
2018 - Expanded habitat at Knoch Knolls
Park
2018 - Designated a Monarch Waystation
at Ron Ory Community Garden Plots Idea
Garden
2018 - Added habitat along parking lot at
Ron Ory Community Gardens
Oak Brook Park District
2019 - Signed monarch resolution
2019 - Dean Nature Sanctuary is
developing an apiary for pollinator health
2019 - Ginger Creek restoration will include
milkweed and native plants
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Villa Park
2017 - In collaboration with the Villa Park
Economic Commission, Environmental
Commission, Kenilworth Watch Group,
Community Pride Commission, Villa Park
Garden Club, The Conservation Foundation
and DuPage Monarch Project planted five
butterfly gardens along the Great Western
Trail.
Village of Downers Grove
2018 - A pollinator garden is coming to the
open areas near the Belmont underpass. The
grass inside the turnarounds at Warren
Avenue and Belmont Road is being replaced
with sustainable native plants to attract and
provide a habitat for pollinators. The garden
will also include milkweed to target Monarch
butterflies, building on efforts by surrounding
suburbs to develop a “Monarch corridor” along
the BNSF railroad
2019 - Interpretative signage added to the
Belmont Station Pollinator Project
2019 - Pierce Downer Heritage Alliance
volunteers and city staff added forbs to the
Belmont Station Pollinator Project
Village of Glendale Heights
2017 - Added monarch/pollinator plants to
an ornamental bed at the Historic House
2018 - Planted a Monarch Waystation at
MIll Pond Park.
2018 - Glenside Library and Immigrant
Solidarity Dupage planted Monarch Waystation
at the library
2019 - Hosted a showing of The Guardians.
2019 - Plants added to the Glenside Library
monarch garden

Village of Westmont
2017 - ongoing: The Villages of Clarendon
Hills and Westmont are working together to
design and develop the Richmond Education
Gardens and Apiary.This new facility will be
located on the unused 0.15 acre Village public
road right of way, between the Village of
Clarendon Hills Public Works facility and the
Downers Grove Township Highway Garage,
south of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe
(BNSF) Railroad. This right-of-way is owned by
both the Village of Clarendon Hills and the
Village of Westmont. Once completed, the
Gardens will provide a new place in our
communities to promote education programs
about natural and organic gardening methods
and our environment.
2018 - Registered a monarch waystation
located in downtown Westmont
Village of Winfield
2019 - Signed a monarch resolution
Warrenville Park District
2019 - Hosted a viewing of The Guardians,
a documentary about the challenges facing the
monarchs overwintering refuges in Mexico
Wheaton Park District
2016 - Registered five monarch
waystations
2018 - Registered one waystation
2019 - Worked with SCARCE to reduce
the amount of chemicals put on surfaces as
well as to dramatically increase the number of
native plants in the parks
2019 - Held the 19th Annual Native Plant
Sale

